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Contract for services with a self-employed independent contractor
This agreement is made on ${_Document_date:today:date_} between:
${_Company_name:company_name:text_}, a company registered in the United Kingdom under company number ${_Company_number:company_registration_number:text_}, whose registered office is at ${_Company_address:company_address:text_} (the "Client"),
and
${_Consultant's_full_name:employee_name:text_} of ${_Consultant's_address_}, trading as ${_Consultant's_business_name_}, Unique Taxpayer Reference or company number ${_Consultant's_UTR_or_company_number_} (the "Consultant").
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1.1. The Consultant will provide the following services to the Client (the "Services"): ${_Services_to_be_provided::textarea_}
1.2. The Consultant will provide the Services with reasonable skill and care, in accordance with good industry practice, and will meet the deadlines and quality standards reasonably agreed with the Client for each deliverable.
1.3. The Consultant decides how, when and where the Services are performed, using their own equipment, and is not subject to the Client's supervision, direction or control as to the manner of performance. The Consultant is not required to work set hours or at the Client's premises except where the nature of a particular task, or security or health and safety requirements, make it necessary, and will comply with the Client's reasonable site rules when there.
1.4. The Consultant may provide the Services through a suitably qualified and experienced substitute or subcontractor, giving the Client reasonable prior notice; the Client may object only on reasonable grounds such as lack of skill, security or confidentiality. The Consultant remains responsible for the substitute's work and for paying them.
1.5. The Client is not obliged to offer, and the Consultant is not obliged to accept, any work beyond the Services. The Consultant is free to provide services to other clients during the term, provided this does not create a conflict of interest with the Services or breach clause 5.
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2.1. This agreement starts on ${_Start_date::date_} and continues until ${_End_date::date_} or, if earlier, the completion of the Services, unless ended earlier under clause 7.
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3.1. The Client will pay the Consultant a fee of ${_Rate_/_fee_} ${_Currency:currency:text_} ${_Fee_basis::dropdown('per day', 'per hour', 'as a fixed fee for the Services')_}, plus VAT where the Consultant is VAT-registered.
3.2. The Consultant will invoice the Client ${_Invoicing_interval::dropdown('monthly', 'weekly', 'on completion of the Services')_}, with a record of the Services performed. The Client will pay each undisputed invoice within ${_Payment_terms::dropdown('30 days', '14 days', '7 days')_} of receipt by bank transfer. Late payment bears interest under the Late Payment of Commercial Debts (Interest) Act 1998.
3.3. The fee is the Consultant's only payment. The Consultant bears their own expenses unless the Client has agreed in writing in advance to reimburse them, and bears the cost of correcting defective work at their own expense and in their own time.
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4.1. The Consultant is an independent contractor in business on their own account. The parties intend that the relationship is a contract for services and not a contract of employment or a worker relationship: the Consultant is not under the Client's control as to how the work is done (clause 1.3), need not perform the Services personally (clause 1.4) and there is no mutuality of obligation beyond the Services (clause 1.5). Nothing in this agreement creates an employment, partnership, joint venture or agency relationship, and the Consultant is not entitled to holiday pay, sick pay, pension contributions, notice as an employee or any other employee benefit.
4.2. The Consultant is responsible for their own income tax, National Insurance contributions and VAT on the fees, and will indemnify the Client against any tax, National Insurance, interest or penalty assessed on the Client in respect of the fees, except to the extent the law requires the Client to deduct them at source. Where the Consultant provides the Services through their own company or other intermediary and the off-payroll working rules in Chapter 10 of Part 2 of the Income Tax (Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003 apply to the Client, the Client will issue a status determination statement and the parties will cooperate in good faith on its consequences.
4.3. The Consultant will maintain, for the term of this agreement, professional indemnity and public liability insurance adequate for the Services and will provide evidence of it on request.
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5.1. The Consultant will keep confidential all information about the Client's business, clients, suppliers, products and affairs obtained in connection with the Services, during and after the term, will use it only to perform the Services, and will return or destroy it on request, except as required by law.
5.2. Each party will comply with the UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018 in relation to any personal data processed under this agreement. Where the Consultant processes personal data on the Client's behalf, they will do so only on the Client's documented instructions, keep it secure and confidential, and assist the Client in meeting its obligations; the parties will enter into any further written terms that Article 28 of the UK GDPR requires.
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6.1. The Consultant assigns to the Client, with full title guarantee and by way of present assignment of future rights, all intellectual property rights in the work and deliverables created in the course of the Services, with effect from their creation. The Consultant waives all moral rights in them, warrants that they will not infringe any third party's rights, and will sign any document reasonably needed to perfect the assignment. The Consultant keeps their pre-existing know-how, tools and materials, and grants the Client a non-exclusive, perpetual licence to use any that are embedded in the deliverables.
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7.1. Either party may end this agreement at any time on ${_Notice_period::dropdown('1 month', '2 weeks', '3 months')_} written notice.
7.2. Either party may end this agreement immediately by written notice if the other commits a material breach that is not remedied within 14 days of being asked to in writing, becomes insolvent or ceases to trade, or (in the Consultant's case) is unable to provide the Services, personally or through a substitute, for more than four consecutive weeks.
7.3. On termination the Consultant will deliver to the Client all Client property, materials, data and deliverables (whether or not complete), and the Client will pay for Services properly performed up to the date of termination. Clauses 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9 survive termination.
[bookmark: _Toc8]8. Liability
8.1. Neither party excludes or limits liability for death or personal injury caused by negligence, for fraud, or for any other liability that cannot lawfully be limited. Subject to that, neither party is liable to the other for loss of profit, business or goodwill or for any indirect or consequential loss, and the Consultant's total liability under or in connection with this agreement is limited to the total fees paid or payable in the twelve months before the event giving rise to the claim. The indemnity in clause 4.2 is not subject to this limit.
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9.1. This agreement is the entire agreement between the parties about the Services and replaces any previous arrangement between them. It may be varied only in writing signed by both parties. Neither party may assign it without the other's written consent. No third party has any right under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 to enforce any of its terms.
9.2. This agreement is governed by the law of England and Wales, and the courts of England and Wales have exclusive jurisdiction over any dispute arising out of or in connection with it. It is signed in two copies, one for each party.


	${_Signing_on_behalf_of_the_company:company_representative:text_}
............................................
Signed for and on behalf of ${_Company_name:company_name:text_} (the Client)
	${_Consultant's_full_name:employee_name:text_}
............................................
Signed by the Consultant
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